Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us!
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5 (Mt 15,21-28)

Our prayers can be perfect and imperfect, according to the heart of the Father or according to our heart, for the good of others or for our good. Prayer is perfect when it is the fruit of a pure faith, a universal charity, a hope that pushes towards the possession of true good, which is eternal beatitude, not only ours, but for every other human being. In the Gospel we find some prayers of Jesus. The first is of praise and blessing. Jesus praises the Father because he constituted him universal Mediator in everything: in creation, in redemption, in revelation, in the gift of eternal life, of comfort, of peace. The whole Father gives himself to the human being, in the Holy Spirit through Christ Jesus, but also in Christ and for him: “At that time Jesus said in reply, “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for your selves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” (Mt 11,25-30). Jesus confesses that the Father is everything and everything in Him is from the Father.
Jesus also prays with thanksgiving because he knows that the Father will bring Lazarus out of the tomb: “And Jesus raised his eyes and said: “Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.” (Jn 11,41-42). In the garden of Olives he elevates to the Father a prayer of total surrender to His will. Jesus’ prayer is perfect because he seeks only one thing: the greatest good of his Father. The Father wants the greatest good for the Son. The Son wants the greatest good for his Father. The Apostles should also have this same perfection in prayer. Jesus wants the greatest good for his Apostles. The Apostles too must want the greatest good for Jesus. Instead, in the prayer they turn to Jesus this good is absent. They think only of the annoyance that the woman causes them and for this they say to Jesus: “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.” This is a very imperfect prayer. It does not contemplate the good of Christ Jesus. It does not see the good for the woman. It is a myopic prayer. It sees only the immediate usefulness for the Apostles who consider the woman a person who disturbs their quiet and peace. The sooner it goes, the better it is for them. The Apostles are still not full of the Holy Spirit. 

At that time, Jesus went from that place and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not say a word in answer to her. His disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.” He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But the woman came and did him homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” He said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that hour.

Jesus is full of the Holy Spirit. Always He prays with perfect prayer. The Apostles are without the Holy Spirit, think like men and also pray like men. Whoever wants to pray according to purity of faith, true charity, supernatural hope must be full of the Holy Spirit and grow in Him. We grow in the Spirit, and we pray according to the Spirit. We do not grow in the Spirit, and we pray from our heart and mind. We also often pray from the sin for the sin. Many prayers are vain and even sinful because they are made by the flesh of the human being and not by the Spirit of the Lord. Since prayer is a spoken word, it always reveals the heart. From a pure heart, full of the Holy Spirit, a pure, holy prayer of true love will always be born.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints help us to pray Christ Jesus from the Holy Spirit.
